
 

DRAINING A  POOL 
 

At the end of the season, it's time to drain your pool. 

But where do you put all that water? This factsheet 

describes what to do with your pool water and outlines 

good pool maintenance practices to use in order to 

protect local water quality and enhance quality of life. 

 

 

               

           

      Draining Your Pool  
 

' Don’t drain into a street, gutter, or storm drain. Use a pool test kit to measure the chlorine level 
prior to draining to make sure levels are less than 0.1 mg/l free chlorine. This period is usually 
2 weeks after you stop adding pool chemicals.  
 

' If possible, drain your pool water to your sanitary sewer cleanout on your property.  Look for a 
small circular pipe with a raised square on it or a pipe with a concrete/metal cover that says 
‘SEWER’ or ‘C.O.’ on it.  If you have a septic system or are not connected to public sewer, use 
one of the other discharge guidelines in this brochure.   

 

' When releasing the water on-site, do so in a manner that water will not flow off your own 
property or into a stream or storm sewer. Also be sure to keep the flow below the 50 GPM 
maximum pump rate.  If your pool water is being discharged with chlorine still present and/or 
leaving your property and impacting a neighboring property, you may be susceptible to 
enforcement or fines from East Hempfield Township and/or PA DEP.  

 
'  If you aren’t able to drain your pool into a sanitary sewer cleanout, or can safely discharge your 

water on your own property without impacting a neighboring property or the MS4 system, 
contact a local pool or water company to drain your pool. 

 

 

 

If you have any questions regarding pool discharges, please contact East Hempfield Township at 717-898-3100. 
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